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And this plan implied his belief in its invincible, hcavcu-
iusphvd strength, lie held that the same Divine Power
which had originally legislated for the Jews was still pre-
sent, completing his legislation and annulling whatever in
il was outworn by the Enthusiasm of Humanity kindled in
inon's hearts and issuing decrees as authoritative as those
of Mosos. And in this Enthusiasm he confided as power-
ful enough to resist whatever was corrupting in Gentile
influences and to assimilate what-was good. Therefore,
while the legalists provoked the Gentile world to that
limil attack upon the Jewish nation which deprived it of
its temple and its country, Christ initiated that recon-
ciliation of Jew mid Gentile which was seen in the early
Church.

Again, both Christ and the legalist devoted themselves
to the promotion of moral virtue. They agreed in
thinking everything unimportant in comparison with Duty.
But the legalist believed that the old method by which
their ancestors had arrived at a knowledge of the re-
quirements of Duty, namely, divine inspiration, was no
longer available, and that nothing therefore remained
but carefully to collect the residts at which their ances-
tors had arrived by this method, to adopt these results
as rules, and to observe them punctiliously. Devoutly
believing that in the most trifling matter where action
was involved there was a right course and a wrong one,
and at the same time entirely deserted by the instinct or
inspiration which distinguishes the one from the other,
they invented the most frivolous casuistry that has ever
been known. They overburdened men's memories and
perplexed their lives with an endless multitude of rules,
which sometimes were simply trivial: e. g. ; An egg laid